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Conclusions
Summary:

This resource outlines the generally accepted structure for introductions, body paragraphs, and conclusions in an academic

argument paper. Keep in mind that this resource contains guidelines and not strict rules about organization. Your structure

needs to be flexible enough to meet the requirements of your purpose and audience.
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Conclusions wrap up what you have been discussing in your paper. After moving from general to specific information in

the introduction and body paragraphs, your conclusion should begin pulling back into more general information that

restates the main points of your argument. Conclusions may also call for action or overview future possible research. The

following outline may help you conclude your paper:

In a general way,

Restate your topic and why it is important,

Restate your thesis/claim,

Address opposing viewpoints and explain why readers should align with your position,

Call for action or overview future research possibilities.

Remember that once you accomplish these tasks, unless otherwise directed by your instructor, you are finished. Done.

Complete. Don't try to bring in new points or end with a whiz bang(!) conclusion or try to solve world hunger in the final

sentence of your conclusion. Simplicity is best for a clear, convincing message.

The preacher's maxim is one of the most effective formulas to follow for argument papers:

1. Tell what you're going to tell them (introduction).

2. Tell them (body).

3. Tell them what you told them (conclusion).
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